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Advances in the Study of Natural Product Polysaccharides for the
Relief of Depression and Their Mechanisms

BAI Yuhe

(School of Food Science and Engineering, Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin 300457, China)

Abstract: Depression, as a common mental disorder, is often alleviated and treated with antipsychotic drugs in clinical
practice. However, long-term use of such drugs can lead to serious sequelae such as drowsiness, nausea and memory loss in
patients. Therefore, effective prevention or relief of depression, reducing the pain and side effects of treatment for depressed
patients and increasing the cure rate of depression have become current research hotspots. Polysaccharides are biologically
active substances derived from natural products, and many studies have shown that polysaccharides in natural products are
effective in alleviating depression. This paper reviews the effects and mechanisms of polysaccharides in natural prod-
ucts on the alleviation of depression by modulating neuronal dysfunction in the brain, modulating HPA axis abnormalities,
modulating inflammation in the body, modulating microbial-gut-brain axis functions, and propose the cross-linking of
polysaccharide products with drugs as a new therapeutic strategy for the prevention, alleviation and treatment of depression
in the future based on these mechanisms of action. The study also suggests new targets and candidate compounds for the

treatment of depression.

Key words: natural products; polysaccharides; depression; mechanism

FARAE A Dy — b UL RS 1 B AP G , 1 B A BT TE A A AR, EASERIE A THS
T NS B OBl o AIRE B SR B SR A L AACSEEE P o [l SR 23 E e L 5
IREE AT MRS R REAEAEIRNY s il T EDE R FESRHANRITHICRGE  RPER GO R G SR

s B 2023-03-21
EERN: a@k (2002-) , 4, KFAF, BIRH @: A58 5 5425, E-mail: baiyuhe0209@]163.com.,


https://doi.org/10.13386/j.issn1002-0306.2023030197
https://doi.org/10.13386/j.issn1002-0306.2023030197
https://doi.org/10.13386/j.issn1002-0306.2023030197
mailto:baiyuhe0209@163.com

%44 5 22

HFRZR « RIR M2 MR HARIE SR P S HA L OB - 395 -

I SIRHILA o3 A2 2%, EEORH LR M ARIERE . BT T
S WIHIMABAE Fr) 32 B4R AIE S 28 35 P 2238 JBUK P 53
LR EEiN-IEA- T EAR(HPA) DR S8 . HLARRL
RIIRVHIFAEA RAE . KA B REAH IR

FAT, 22l A= 25 ) —ors #iom 28 25 1) ik
ATINABAE 36T, HaT o0 s —AUReE — A2t
UG T 2R e s2 AR TR, Ham i BHr b
RXph 22 22 Gt 22 P el 1 v B9 22 0 e sz A4 T BAT Hok
PRI, A 2 3 g B | O R ZK LA RIAE
o FXIEE—IELGWAEIRS T T AL A AL, 2 — AR
LGN T O RIAE AR5 A FPUTT
PH2P YT A, WM f] S5-I (5-HT) By FH-4%
BORHCEMARAE AN Z2 i 2 8™ . 5-HT VR yms|mefin Az
Wiz —, JE—FRETERI N ST I R S b A AR
BRI ST, HAT PRI EE | RO MR S A A
YR, BOA A PR A AE S, HARKSP- B RS 3R
SRIE I A A BA VIS E . SRS AR HEfE
AL NS , PO REA T 85 I PR I T DA 3
[RIRsE, Bok PRS2y L BBV T E— L Bl —Fhk
TR, BAJRERTE . 1 S B ARAE B A RS2 i
AR AR AR e B W W RIVE AR, HR
A 12.7% BB FHEZ IR ARIREE R T2 T

PRI, I % —Fh sk RSO BARRIVE A4t
B2 T I F TSR . 2B — Pl HpE
I R RS B B AR YRR R T, h 2
PR G W) S AT AEWIE I, |2 AFAE T = A AE )
) EEANSEISSE TR AR . KRS E R ]
ZHEEAW R PrAfl, PURTE . )Ty | R
RIS V8715 i 1 R RS ™ [R] sy A WSk
BH, RERF= 0 i Wl 01 il A R A ARE, HAR
JFHPLE S DEAFFEENTR)Z TN A5 s i
AL S A P4 IR D BE | A=) 0 S 5t i 5ok
SCBE, I Ham R n] LU T 2800, BoA B nyy
SCRANE D B RIWE N . SR1N, ST 220 S5 HABAE Y
RAMIERA . ARSCLRR T IR IRIR =) Z2 0T
FHBSE IS A S HAE AL rO Tt g, Shyidt—
HAITTEIRTT « S G TAIABAE DA AR T 258 T
KRS
1 RAZFEBTIHERRAZ TTINREERSE
FEHIEBAE

JUEAIARIE i 2R LRI PE R 2R Z v, (HLT 4
A, PREE TR L 2 AT BT TR a2 k-
3-FRdk-5-H BE-4- Sl N (AMPA ) 22— Fh 222 H
TR 2% P S il A% 32 B A2 AR, AR S
TT B ZE I B 5 S ] 28 1 AR AL 2 E A Y,

SIERFE S YIFHSE . AMPA 324445 GluR1. GluR2.

GluR3 . GluR4 PUFPIV A, Hilt AT R AH, ZEFMAR
i FB S FNINABAE S AR Ah ) T X A GIuR 1 ik
IR REAS . 53— T, TAAR 254 SNt A 5l Py
VTS S JH T AMPA 3244 1 2 38 5l 3 Mok 42 4%

HHTIEBYERY 9 k&b, FERNARIE ) & AR FUR gt
FRrf, TR RS2 A0, AH A 25388 BT 1 43k 25 S LA
B = = W 7 | 23 VAo £ KV € AP 11
E I R 2t 2 AV S A0 AU ) e R 8 T AR A T
HEU0), PRIk, FESIARIE 19 S gAY i, G0 v £ 2H
2 rp ) p 22 B K OST O AE TP AR SR 09— My
R B 1 FRoR T SIABREAR OGP 2508 BT A BE 2
25 N7 Sk i 10 TE I 4, 3ok b 5 38 Sl L FE Vg S 20
£ M 1% (dopamine, DA) . 5-HT. y-2 3k T R (y-
aminobutyric acid, GABA) Fll &+ & & ( glutamate,
GLU) &P, Horh, DA §RZgefE S [ AEFn 5 38
A EPY; 5-HT AE R HHAX 22 g Fh ARl 7 v ity B 22 4
s HR I BEE S R NISIARS A AT, 6
R IR¥FALEE (tryptophan hydroxylase, TPH) &4 % 5-
HT 11 8 SR, 3> TPHIAT TPH2 P F 55 44
AREOL W FRAE 5-HT A BUEH 575 Ik iE 28 5%
[A] ¥ (brain derived neurotrophic factor, BDNF) 51A
T EEREiT A P, GABA HIEAEA T AZL0INH
FAE BAE 512, g S ZH 21 GLUZKSY- (19 555 T Al
SRR 2 BETE, SR ERIE 28 00~ Az, i
BT GABA/GLU UG A8 Ak 34 g i v e
EL IR 512 R R e

A RERR
MEE IR T

1 SIAIAE Ao 23 BT ) 5 R

Fig.1 Relationship between depression and neurotransmitters

Fe TR AP £ T T BEXHNARLE I IIF 5T, JE S 44
ZGEPON DI P AN T 0 R0 R RN N 37 (chronic unpre-
dictable mild stress, CUMS ) i75 545 4 55 B 82 4% B
TEBAMAR S AR AN, SCaG 2 IR, SHIARIERIAIZH
FH EE, B IR AL AR 2 £ B (sulfated polysaccharide of
Poria cocos,SP)(25. 50, 100 mg/kg)FIE2HZ524 21 d
J&, KM ZS a2 > 5101288 11 8 242 5 (P<0.05);
i e IR YL Az IR, BERIZH K B g S 420057
JEAE . HESNREL . au ey . Yo B R AL HAZ
A= ATEMT, SP ALFHZH 1)1 AR5 X078 v K
FUAE 55 AMPA 221K GluR1 5 H @21k p-GluR1 #&
IRZKSF-HH I (P<0.05), FHH SP AT LAysiA%6 Ch b
Zounhiti. LRI, 55 SP EREZH (100 mg/kg)
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AL, SP 5 AMPA SZ A4 HT A L FVE < F Ik SP
FIHCIMARYE N, [FIEt GluR1 F1 p-GluR 1 B354
I REAR(P<0.05), iX FHH, SP HLIARYE I T Bgs2
i JE Y AMPA 221K GluR1 R KEFH .
1HAEPY [WAEFH CUMS 5 5 R BUIARIEAS Y, S2564%
REIR, il SP(IFBIBEE 25, 50, 100 mg/kg 7l &
ZH) T Win] DL 2 B e R A R B Y GluR1 T p-
GluR1 FKIKIKF-(P<0.05), B i ydidzifs hph 2o
535 SP i@ i1 4] BDNF FNBER L IR BERR IR 1 5% 76
14456 75 1 (phosphorylated cyclic AMP response el-
ement binding protein, p-CREB) [ 33k, A& B Hrfp
ARyt . ©A WKW, p-CREB il BDNF {555
T2 57T M RS CATMAERIE ) 5 HE A 5
gy, FEit, SP HTEHMAERYLEI AT RE S 1IN S GluR1
AR RIS L3, SEMTE BDNF R H3RIA, -
V&1 p-CREB 7K A 2,

b BR#FgRZAh, TP ] CUMS 35 AR
SE/N BB RSRIFSE 24 0 Z 8 (polysaccharide of Ange-
lica, AP) XTHNVARS AL/ INER A S i) S L] . 55 b
7N, BERUZH /N BRIV Hh2H 2 Hh g TPHIL 323k W W yai b,
KRNI 5-HT Gz 4t 7E 50 5 AP ZH/)N
FRUE L4 209, TPHT mRNA FikHhn, W] AP o]
fiES TPH1 mRNA KIAHIN Y 5-HT 5 g £
K. WX —45 15 R wiph e i & Y AR fh gl 2R
AL G, R AP AlE S FJE TPH1 FRIAEIE N
R AR 5-HT G2 S . 7ERL
JEBIISE Y, AT 32 RAR 2R IO i 2328
Dl S /123 A e e

HBFFE R W, AR T 28 2R R A AR b B I 4L
T, A& H A 2250 SR [E] (dentate gyrus, DG)
A PEABIERYE RN, DG fOsha & A nT Isgnm 5
R e B oS B TRl VAR 39 NS I B =AM o E vy | AT
HAIARAE SAUAPT 202 50A O, MiPTiaB2y At
EIE IR IR M AERCR . TR, S5 rIRTsR A
R R Y 22 R AR 2 )R O T RE B i B S
AE PR ZE T E AR .

2 RAZEERSFDLTEM-EAK-B LR
(HPA) %l fE BUE L AR IENE

T B i -3 A -5 _E R (hypothalamic-pituitary-
adrenal, HPA)fli (048 T Bl . 344, B AR FIAE R
P YRR B, S A 8 PN 430 28 P 265 A I 7 v
U, TEAERF NIRRT R EEZAE R, ErEe
SRR R PR R N . TNE 2 BTN, 4
HUARSZ 2B N AT, 25 R N 1 HPA Rl 2s 8 i
i, FECF ESSAZ R AR R BT B R
(adreno-cortico-tropic-hormone, ACTH ) 4348, 5|
THARARHT I REICIE B R K2 BT 3R (adreno-cortico-
hormones, ACH), #F— 25 HIICE b R 5 BT RS Rz o
B (WA 2Esh ) b Sk B2 BT (corticosterone, CORT) ) o
CORT 143 in 3 &L 4 Bz J57 8 32 32 14 ( glucocorticoid
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Fig.2 Effect of the HPA axis on depression

receptors, GR) &A% SV EF, #iidl HPA G ER L
PRIZ CORT K -0, A SR A A7 e R SO g, B
ARG R VE T 5230, HPA Rl BE O, SEWL
P2 D REZE AL, T2 MO ER, (A5 H B AR SE
KA EZFHRZ — ImIKUTFERV], HPA Bl 55
HAESWARIE B35 Th U2 AFAE, 1 HPA DR s biis
TABAE B R A S W35 2% . ikl UL, HPA fil 5
HHBREA S DI R o

TEAFFT 22 W38 L 98717 HPA 2% ff I AR RE B
Shen 4591 2k FH i 2 B (lipopolysaccharide, LPS) Fll
CUMS 75 HARIE /) B BRI PEAr 0K Z2 8 (polysa-
ccharide of Polygonatum sibiricum, PSP ) FJFTINAEBVE
JHAMLE . k9286 W], BRUAy D, H 50 Af
ZH A L, BEALZH /)N BT H 09 B BT ER 7K1 e 251
Jine BEH] PSP BRI 400 mg/kg) il i T 40
ABHE /1N BB ML B2 JB i 3 /K S il HPA B DIRETT
i, XIMEFFAERT B CUMS A4t/ BRAMARRR B 5
i1 T H & Zi(polysaccharide of Lily, LLP) 5# &£
##(polysaccharide of Astragalus, APS) BIEEAVEFHL
#il (&8 LLP+APS, 0.1 g/kg+0.1 g/kg I &2H) . 45
IRFRM, 52 g LA, AU/ NRAER T 3, B
/NERUL 3 H ACTH Fll CORT K-S i 35 T (P<
0.01); S5 HI AL b %5, LLP 240 . ASP 40 1 LLP+
APS 1 /N EUMARAT SR Y A7 B ik 25 2 3% (P<0.01)
LLP+APS BUHTIIABYE O T 51— Z B Y BT AR
FH; 4% ZBE2H IS T ACTH Fil CORT 7KV 42 35 1%
(P<0.05) . TEXIMFFEH, PR s Gk, —
FIW =, #5m T H e Sy el T HER
8] 4 B 1A AT gl b 28 JT AN MO B e R N, Sy LR {3t
e, M P S oo g dd T, SEmi 2 FEPTIAR g /E
JHPS 4 HP AR AR Z8 o4t e nd46i4s

HPA Sl BE WG Sl WABAE A A AU R —>
RN HL LAY B SRR B, HPA Rl B2
W ) T 52 2 MR B R IR 126 SO RN SZ A4 ) v 1 AR S T
PR 2 L P 326 JBT AN AZ A AT PR A 275 52 1 o
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I, AR PRI AT ER T2 B i a2 iR 28 Jox
T FLAZ AR ) P 2 iR e o3 S FLSZ AR ML)
FHEA Ao
3 RAZEBEFERMERERTKFEER
HIBRTE

REMUEPFUESE T HARAE 5t £ 9 0E Z [l %5 )
M IR TR . PEIAESE—Fi B 4 R Fkatt
HF -SRI SERALE, Er] LAY B2 AT n] fE
I o Al R RAE 4U LR -, 41 TNF-a #1 L-1
FIE AR A F A RS | R R IRE . R
PR S E F g 3 38 I 75 | 1) 2 A 38 S TS T s R 2R
AE B, AT A BT 48 Bl 5 R A R A T e s
o RELWFFERI, IARIE B F RN — B EREAAE
PSR R F IR pE O, AniEl 3 B, E2EA G 4
412 -1p(interleukin-14, IL-18) . FA4Iili/-ZE-6(inter-
leukin-6, IL-6) 1 it 98 3K € 5] F -a( tumor necrosis
factor-a, TNF-o) TEHIVARIAE L8 54 Py b B2 J0E 2, A
PN RIE N KR . ERSZDUMaRZSEIT)S,
43 EEATE S8 A PRI/ K LE # AR, SIVEISE IS ASHE
IRETAG BNGEAR, SRMTIEYT BN KA 5 SERE PR -F-7K -
AT W R/ IMA NLRP3 (Nod-like recep-
tor pyrin domain- containing 3, NLRP3) J& 4l Jitd PN /1Y
—Fh 2 EHE G, H NLRP3 SZIARE A FET-AHE
B 5 FEZE 1 (apoptosis-associated speck-like protein
containing CARD, ASC) 1>} ot 2 i oK ] 4 iR iy

Priming of glial cells
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Activation of granulocytes,
monocytes/macrophages,
NK and T cells
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(caspase-1) 2l %, ‘EAE A #0285 50 v & H44E FH nd e
AL 2 NLRP3 SORE/IMARIMIE Y, 288 248 ASC
13, caspase-1 YE RN B < A YIH), R 2R
B F4E B, IS [ REPP 2 RGEZ P, el
22 R G0 AZ BRI B, /NS ST 4 M 25 B SR
I, VST B8 /)N S B 440 i 53 b Z2 TP ARE R A BT, AN T i55-
BT R AN = A 2Rk R M SRE ST T, S AR R
KERAE, M SRE TS TG L 28 R AR I/, T3
R R A

Fe T 20 5 MARRE ff & RAEMR UL, Liu 5899 8
I HEE ST CUMS /)N BRI ARARE U X452 2. 46 Z ¥ (polysa-
ccharide of Lonicera japonica, LIP) %} 4 HE KT 7K -
FAHRRIEAG Zm BT E A . 853 3R—1], 521
ZHAH Eb, BRI ZH /N BRI Th¢H 40 NLRP3., caspase-1.
IL-la BEE FIRIA I .25 EE (P<0.05) . #RTM0, LIP
4525 (IR 30, 100 mg/kg b4l o, WEH] T X
A R HED LIP ] BEIE o 51y NLRP3 S %
SRAPHHMARRE 19 & A= o BRI BEEY i CUMS 45
A I F7 5 AL AR OE K BB A, % 1.0, 3.0,
5.0 mg/kg AS[A)FF AR SR P Z2 8 (acidic polysacch-
arides of Poria cocos, AP) #H #4735 . 45 L0,
AP #5245, Beel R BRAIARREL T2, BRI
IL-18. IL-18, TNF-a & #iE K+ 7K = LA X NLRP3,
ASC. caspase-1 FKIk/KN-, T SCHER, AP B
2 I BCIAERTE T, FHAE AL AT S UH T NLRP3
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Fig.3 Schematic representation of the neuroinflammatory hypothesis™!
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RIAE/MIAF S KA . B FEEN Im ) g 20
(LPS) 512 /N B AR FANABAT R, e AR 2 2 0
(Poriacocos polysaccharide, PPS )X 4, 8. 16 umol/L
L2 ) BB 2% fik LPS AbFR Y BV-2 4 e TNF-o
IL-1p8 S5 R AE N F A9 215 (P<0.01), 3 MK Sh 4
#1 NLRP3. ASC. Cleaved caspase-1 7K (P<0.01),
i NLRP3 RIYEIR(E AL, FRARISAE K-, 2
LPS 5 SR IEFIMARREA TR o T AR5 SR
FEANTT NP PR3 B AN AT R ORI N7 R FRATARASE
Y, 5 BoR, il HINZ i (Acanathopanax senticosus
polysaccharides, ASPs) (% B 60. 120 mg/kg 7 i
ZH) 45255 R BR, IL-18. IL-6. TNF-o S50 48 17K
I 2 FEAK (P<0.05, P<0.01), CAT. SOD j&% P K p-
PI3K. p-Akt. p-mTOR ZE 4 33k & 2 3 (P<0.05 .
P<0.01), ixX3RH] ASPs GEMSSZfRAMARIE, HALHI 578
% PI3K/Akt/mTOR JEEEMNPTLR . HTEANIEAE A
Ko DA EZEHREKRY], Z2BEE8M o R M R IE S i
ABIE, H A5 PRZSAEARSCHE Sl AN 1k —Fi

2B [0 25 A -5 S8 AR SR S TEAH SC A 4
JHAR 538 %, 151 40 MAPK . NFPK il PI3K/Akt50 52
T Al IEAERC T FGS T IERIE T k. W
TR, PGP LAE S T EE S5 SasiEny
AT S 5T, T 5 S AE AR DG A0 A5 S s, ik
FPEARIRRE SV Y R AR S R e . PRI, i e Z2 088
AT S m B TR L, B I A T FGY T IAR
SEAYENREAL S P SRR
4 RAZHEBRDFAHHED-BF-MThEE
FRANERTE

R A5 A WTXHHIABIE AR HL ] -5 g TR 7 T Y
SCHRIIFTE, L R BT TR AR P28 RGP 5 imiE
RS Z R AAEE M UIER AR, Wil 4 R, inid
HEHEXTAI DI RE . e A B A X, WAL
1 HE B9 T7 2O ARAE B 2B b BT R ERS
FE B PRE R BRI (EE I RERE IS )R N . 45 2R 3R,
TAEBGE B 0 S U RS S T AR S A

PN

T sh
HERI%sA
B
PR

K4 AT

Fig.4 Microbiome-gut-brain axis pattern diagram

FBAT SRy FIAH SC 1 A BRARRAE, 45 Posiie = FfE 181 T
SN A, BFSE R, i A RIS PR T U
PHERAL, B0 S RE 4 DA T I KT, sl bR 2
T A, IR SN TR (7 AR AR TR I S N,
IXECERSRIE T BB G RIS A E A ARIE T TE
IRUBS: PR 2 AV E FAIL R o - ki e X o) 3 15 PRI 495 20
B, WL A I EDIRE, IR S R A A
FHE R OB R AR, HA A FS P 2 R 5.
B RGN A FRGE, LI Z NG il
T IR 22 G R Ge 57 i i A Yy TR I
R A 230 [ SR 28 ZR G0 1) K K365 5, VRTTT R
MITHRERNTE B0, MR RHPABAE i) AL,
S Z YR 2 BH , o R s kA ) B AR S - e
B T A - B - Ik e D81 IR S BB A ok
R FEE EEAEH .

BT AR W - - il BIE ST, Yan 451900 3E i
CUMS B AL 75 S/ B A2 O RTHMART 7T 2h, TR ST
K ZE Z W (polysaccharide of Okra, OP) BB TAMARE
FAMLH] . 5256 & I, 400 mg/kg [ OP AbPR)E, 74
PRAFE A = 1% . TNTR AN T R /K- 34, 1iAH
OP nJ YA WA iB f A WA 53 AT FNLEL R S5 A5 /)N
FRUFH Eb, OP 820 T /0N BRUS% g 114 2H 4905 B 24 53405 5
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