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Determination of Ergothioneine Content
in Liquid Fermentation Broth of Fungi by HPLC
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Abstract: An efficient and stable method was developed for quantitative analysis of ergothioneine ( EGT) by high performance

liquid chromatography ( HPLC).The method was carried out on Zorbax SB— Aq Column with elution A ( the volume ratio of

urtrapure water vs methanol was 99: 1, adjusted to pH5 by 20% of acetic acid and 50% of ammomnia and elution B( methanol )

as mobile phase at 0.7 mL/min. An UV-VIS detector with a wavelength of 257 nm was employed. The injection volumn was

5 L, with the column temperature being 30 °C.The gradient elution program makes the method more stable and prolong utility

time of the chromatographic column.Based on the results of HPLC and HPLC—MS, we detected the specificity of this method

was good.The limit of detection( LOD ) and limit of quantification( LOQ) were 0.045 and 0.900 wg/L.Good linearity ( correlation

coefficient R* =0.9991) could be achieved for EGT quantification at the range of 2.5 to 1000 mg/L.The RSD of precision,

stability in 12 h and stability in 14 d were 0.33% ,1.89% ,and 0.026% respectively.Meanwhile ,the average recoveries of EGT

were within 92.17% ~93.92% .The method was simple, rapid, stable and accurate, which could be used in the research and

application of EGT biosynthesis
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U REAR LA, I RS AR UE T S B e, Hh e T
EGT gy FAZs 0] o i @Sz, EGT P is v afh S ) 5 43
B3, 2k W LA Ke s Ak 55 )5 2 T2 A7 DAk i |
2, TR AN A TR B OC B, B N AMA S E R
FH G (gAY HILIC oAt R 5 (g A
Kl EGT, o Cy A 385 AR 26 X LS AR AR B R, K
A &y, HILIC f2 335 A 125 A6 00 I [) 45 <, T 220 B 12
TSR L T it 3 AR v A AL R e R, R IR
YT PRI 15 Ye A ™

ASCR S ART 7K (4 3% 4 Zorbax—SB— Aq 57
T EGT 1€ fAG I J7 5 AR T DA 07, HA A
BRI, 38 3l A T A LIS ) & A TS e /N R R,
[ FsJ 8 TR 22 A I A I VR 555 T3 43 B 23 e oty PR T o
o PR T RGN S 2 BE R E M o
1 MRS
11 HESNE

Bk 2N H- ( Pleurotus ostreatus , CGMCC No.6232) {4
T E R B R EE T A W H AR 5T i ——22 3¢
PR BT 5 22 ff Bt AL X6F B (42 = 98% ) Enzo
Life Sciences 2\l S | LR (i d)  fEEBRE
FERMECA IR W Bk M E T 2%k kLA
FRITAEAE ; Sy b AR SO R A R
AN BEIR A AR EE Al R ey R
B HRA T s o VERIIE  SE 1R Solarbio B A BR
s H (e drat)  REET XU 22 5050 B A BR
ONE RS R dUROBURE DA A B IR BRI L) s PDA
W bR ORI A R A W S

ZORBAX SB-Aq(250 mm x4.6 mm,5 pm) &%
B % Agilent 2\ &]; ZORBAX Eclipse XDB - C
(5 pm,250 mm x 4.6 mm) @ %4E  3E[FE Agilent 2%
7] ;1260 Infinity /5 80 AH 354X 35 E Agilent 2
] ; Agilent 1200—Sprak Prospeki2—Bruker AVANCE 111
600 MHz/Bruker microOTOF — QII & #H J& 3% B¢ H
1 ZEE Agilent 4\ &) | fH Bruker 2\ %] ; AX205DR
HLF AP B4 METTLER TOLEDO /Al ; TGL—16M
BLOPL  WIEE AR BR A F] s MS 3 digital Yk %
#v  TEE KA A A EIEE 04 (3 kDa, 1.5 mL) 2
[E MiliPORE 4\ ] 3 Milli— Q Reference #84fi/KHL &
MiliPORE 7\ ] ; SCIENZE SB - 5200D #H 7= ¥& %
Bl TR Z AR YRR IR A E
1.2 SKBWHE
12,1 BEFRBLPTCH] AP T EEFRAL B KKy 30.0 /L,
SRR 15.0 o/ L, IR —S080 3.0 o/ L BREREE 15 /1.,
a—JEFRITHE 80 U/L, H 4K pH,500 mL —fAIR M
150 mL,121 °C KB 20 min;

I A B IR 5L il 500 o/L, JHEE % 350 ¢/L,
KH,PO, 3.0 g/L, MgSO, - 7H,0 1.5 ¢/L, H #Xk pH,
500 mL = AN 150 mL, 121 °C KB 20 min,
1.22 BB MW A R BRI B IR U5k B
CGMCC 6232 £ EFIL 1 em’® , JFh = Fh7 55 37 5,
25 CHEIR 150 r/min 3537 96 h, Hil & Fh 7 . HFh7
WHARTALL 5% My Hefh & 3 AR B35 95 55,25 CH7
IR 150 v/min 3537 15 d, #5295
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S r e R R B R S N LU A Sy 51 40 50 3, A I
FRAATIE b, A5 2 WA FE 543 0 S 3-14d-1 Fil
3-14d-2;44E 25 CFIR 150 v/min | 55 3% 0] [a6] Ry
254 h F1304 h, HAIEE IR AR E A, 45 320 0 -4 5
4359 A1 FJ—009-254h Fi1 FJ-009-304h
1.2.3  FESYETACEE  EBGE & 0 2R R R, B
T 90 °C ,300 r/min B®E T1 ik 4y =42 30 min, B
L iE MR A EFLAE 3 kDa [EIEE FE 12840 x g 19 51F
T ESC 10 min, B ED Y EGT FRAE S
1.2.4 HPLC-MS il 544 &5 & ESI, & 7Bk
2 5 RS I AR =X TE B8 A6 5 M 55 LR 245 KV (0
WL 3 L/min; T 40 45 IR . 220 C; & 4048 L &
10 VR4 T3 =, AL :50~450 m/z,
1.2.,5 HPLC 5 2% 4 3% AL PR ZORBAX
Eclipse XDB-C (4.6 mm x 250 mm,5 pm) S8 ; 7 3h
AN A (GlioK: FEE =95:5/V .V, fifi A2 Fn 2= oK 8
WHAAHRY pH 2 5.0) 5 3 0.7 mL/ min ; K P07 4
257 nm; AEIR 25 °C;3ERER S pl,
1.2.6 A3k Z&FRgtofe 43 XA I e 4 I B AR
2H S LR G TR B AR pH | AL B AR IR LA R B A
AT Tk
1.2.7 7RIl X EESL AR kAT T B IR
PEFZ 5 K H BRAE 1 B DR 28 P LY i R e
ZEE(CH WL HEFRGE M) Fnds il 2234555,
1.2.8  Xf R Sh i W BO i S AR E IR I 2] K 3
R 10 mg B 22 A GR E X RS, 5% T 5 mL AR 46
K B 2 10 mL 19 25 Hf, i B 4K & 45 VIR
A7, TE ) B Tk B 2l 1000 me/ L (59 X RS i AW, T
—20 CHRHMAT. AT, BT 10 CK P [ R Hl
16, B S o3 BB iR g 48R 0.25 0.5 (1.2 4 mL, #i B
2 10 mL, Bl He & > 25 .50 100,200 F1 400 mg/L
B8 Xl FVE 3 R, P AR i R T e TR L 48] T R
R BE BT BRI U, B S HEAT HPLC W E , AR i R
5 L, ARYE ARG BT A 00 Whs T RV v e s TRl AR v i £k
1.2.9 X C (A R BRI 5 SB—aq {2, 35 41 46 )
TS LE IR 43 50 3 AT X R R I X LG S 6
R [RIAE ity ARSI 435 R L Ag | LA R 1) JFH R R — o 33 16 T
o PR ARSI 7 S A T I IE o
1.3 HiEaE

A SRR b PR A AL 45 - Agilent YR AH (2354 T
VYE 34 Chemstation Edition ( i 4~ C.01.07.SR3 ),
Microsoft Office Excel 2007

2 ZER54H

21 ‘wIREERL

2,11 Kl A E BGE & EGT X ISR,
JEJETE 190~400 nm Fl 250~270 nm 5 [F 4T 25 40
SRR, B8 EGT 76 257 nm A 5 KR,
BEPE 257 nm VE SR, FHA OGS E WLE Ta.
&l 1b,

2.1.2 WA S L H ki ie mEH
It — 7K 1 2 = 7K AE SR I 2 AH 3E AT O AL, PR R I 20 A1
X7 EGT (43 B R JC W i 22 501, ani&l 2~ 4 PR,
M B AE g B K = 10: 90 FIZ)E: 7K = 10: 90 i,
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Fig.1 Scanning spectrum of EGT standard
EGT 5 2= Bt 1 43 15 B2 43 3] 2 0.91 F1 0.85, it s AH
JyFHEE: JK = 1199 BF, EGT 5 2% ot 4 19 73 &5 & oy
1.78 . 5 B3 LNE R BEVERI A 48 e, iR H Y
W — K AE R B B A . SE 86 e B, B I 5 7K /Y L 91)
/NCEGT 5 2R B0 7 B RO i o IR ) 25 i 3] (2, 3%
AECR P T 2, T B S Ak i Le )i 5 Sl 1299
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Fig2 HPLC chromatogram of 10% methanol concentration
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Fig.3 HPLC chromatogram of 10% acetonitrile concentration
2.1.3  yishA pH g9t 20 A H Sl R V&
K ORGP R s A pH 2 4.0~6.0, K B
i 20% 1) Z TR FI 50% B2 K P15 i s AR pH 2Ry
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Fig4 HPLC chromatogram of 1% methanol concentration
5.0, EGT AYIGIE I 55 2% Jo 1 73 25 )& e -
2.1.4  GREAAERAOLE  HEE 0.5 ml/min A8
AE#) 1.5 mL/min I}, EGT AYIGTEALAS | {3 B4 1] [A] 3% 7
FPEAT, 8 min ZE A ABALZE 5 min Ao AT, WA T AR
s a] AH AR T S A A S B R . AR AE 20~35 C
B, BEE iR TS, EGT i 43 B8 i (] $2 A, W T A8 7%,
{H5 2 B0 o B FE WA . 285 5 JEARG I ) 18] | o3
P ANEETE , Se PR s AR I 3 0.7 mL/min, AR
A1 30 C,
2.1.5 MPEERMFRESE T RBEAE S 2R,
FORIRAE BE VR, B A AR R LR, & § B3O TR T
[i= A kel R Uel ol i N R A o R SRl DR il E|
T, WEMURS I A o PRl b e 577 A BE Ok Mt A ST
J¥ - T 5EAE 50 min NSERL B A 0% ~100% A5 4k, AR
P B I, JE 3 A% B OFIAR N B9 s Ta) , LR34 )3 BE )32
AL i 35 B i A R Ao KRR B I Ta) T 4
R 1/3 WS H ARG 5 28 g i) 0 B RO (R > 1.5)
TEUCHTHE T, E— 24 IBE B2 DAV YR BT TA] . %
LT BORS BE VR IR AN 1 s 7ET 2 T EGT
52T R B RO R T RGN AR ] 3K B £

F 1 SRRV

Table 1 ~ Gradient elution program
FE] (min) A% (HTEE: 7K =1:99) B% ('PEE)
1 100 0
8 100 0
20 30 70
24 0 100
30 0 100
31 100 0
38 100 0

2.2 FHERFWIE

22.1 EJEPEEZEE B EGT X IR 5 FIERIH & BERE S
FEHE 7 1.2.1 F1 1.2.3 YEATARFE MR 4 2.1 e b i A
W2 BEATAG I, 4G D0 [ 3 an 1 S A 6. phi &l 6 TT
1L EGT fOf4L B2 B ] Sy 5.863 min, 5 2% JiT I () 4 85 13
Sy 2.24 i R FE 2 X T4 B R g BER GA F) 1S
Lhb,

) FE VR AH S 3% B FH A X 2% 07 v HE AT & R M 56
UE, Z5 9N E 7., EGT 1Y 435 6 15 5 f7 Ll 230.096
B EGT il (5 S 3A T A, HAZ @ik P JoH A 5%
155 . RS I FEARFUR TR (3, B s
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200 5853 2.1 PRI 26 PR TR I AR EGT F 7 JiE 516
170 AR hIdR i<k . an&E 8, EGT £ 2.5~1000 mg/L
150  oTH F Ve 40 L P 22 1 0 % BL A, 2 8 0 7 R S y =
212 31.06x +273.31,R* 2y 0.9991
g100 35000
75
50 30000+
y=31.06x+273.31
25 JL 250001 R=0.9991
0 .
= 20000+
2 4 6 8§ 10 12 14 16 18 20
I 8] (min) & 150001
FS EGT X} i) HPLC [ 10007
Fig.5 HPLC chromatograms of EGT standeard solution 5000y
5.868 0 260 460 ‘ A6(I)0 8(I)0 IOIOO 12I00
W% (mg/mL)
400 “—EGT{aiff
300 8  EGT X B i (sl 2
- Fig.8 Standard curve of ergothioneine standeard solution
200 224 ORSEAMEEE  IURE R A W R ORURE &, 17 1R
o 1.2.3 7 e AL SR | 15 BRI RE , M6 25 BE 6
N YR, K 2385 JR (g AH X3 s 22 RSD Ry 0.33 % , 156 W 12246 1)
A
0 J7 HR AR JE BLAT
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FJ 8] (min)
K6 EGT AKBEH: 1 HPLC 3%

Fig.6  HPLC chromatograms of EGT fermentation sample
PR B B TR 2 T (i e, MORfiESE e & . BiRIE
BT AR 3 P R TR AE B9 (k4 Sy EGT %, H 55 2%

S T RIS, R VERF S A I ER

1.5
e EGT {111
S 1.0 JA L 622,253, 527157, 188.0TTHRCAT i (5
=
(=1
2
£05 r—D‘u’-’y[t}JZ%0.0%I'}UW/}JB](EGT)(I’\JJBEL‘LHL' 5
0.0 e
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Fig.7 HPLC-MS chromatograms of fermentation sample
222 Ky BRAIE BR O  5 C d vk BE VS L
0.01 ~1 pg/LiY EGT X HE S A MR , 4 HER B Fi IR 3 7=
B EA T RSN , AR A5 IR LE S 3 R 10, 5 EGT 11y
o H BRFITRE B BR 43331 J& 0.045 F110.900 pe/L,

223 profEdhZRpgetl  FRIE 12,0 BTk g i
T BEVE B 1~1000 mg/L 59 EGT X BE5H % W, 1%

225 FarEME%sg

2251 HWNBREMEEZLE B GBEIEEZ RS T
FEIR T E 0.2 .4.6.8.10 .12 h, #lE 7L 1.2.3
ABFULRS WA ARG, A B TR 5 AR ST IR 3 IR,
TGN &5 5 14 AR X AR v 22 RSD iy 1.89% , i3t B
FFIAEE S EGT #1878 12 h AR .

2252 HERREEZLE  STHC O RIE LR
fEAFTE-20 CHVKFEH, T55 1.7 .11 .14 d HuEF74
I, PO YR A I 45 5 ) RSD 2 0.026% , BEBHTE 14 d N,
Fefh by EGT W E A+, H Ml R 4
22,6 JAREICREEE B0y ELH EGT & &1
TR BERE &, 43 900 KR 24 T RE 5 A EGT & 2
75% 100% Fi1 125 % 5t 18 il 15 %, FR P A 0 2% SR 3
5 EGT (IR, Wk 2,

2 EGT e [ i i 45 2%
Table 2 The addition recovery of EGT

e JinkR X HE I ]
WA T A 'E('ﬂff e o
(pg) (%) (pg) (%)
93.70
75 4568 9414 9392 023
93.93
92.06
61.69 100 6090 9149 9181 03l
91.89
92.14
125 76.13 92.27 92.17 0.08
92.12

FH 2 2 450, £ & 19 i Ax B IR ES7E 90% ~
110% Z JA] , 7545 22 BRI i 2Rk 2
2.3 5N C, ikt BN A R E
231 XFHESAGIN XY EeiEe: F2BR 1.2.6 #E4TE0E,
ZEIRULEE 3 FIZR 4, B BT UL, B FH SB-aq 435 A4 K
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3 FIH SB-aq A IEFEXT EGT Xof FE S #EAT R U 45
Table 3 The result of ergothioneine standeard solution test in 4 weeks by SB-aq column
WE(mg/L) B JRWEE B JAVEE G AV OIReEm R RSD(% )
50 1481.80 1530.33 1501.80 1557.57 2.18
100 2998.70 3042.95 3000.20 3116.83 1.82
200 6021.80 6067.90 5985.70 6162.83 1.26
300 9290.75 8934.70 8932.50 9226.53 2.08
400 11948.75 12154.80 11973.80 12258.37 1.23
4 FHXC iEAE A EGT X I i #E4 7 A I 25
Table 4 The result of ergothioneine standeard solution test in 4 weeks by C,4 column
e (mg/L) S JE i A B — Ja] e 1T AR o = A W T A S5 DY J 0 i AR RSD(% )
50 1257.10 1348.20 873.05 648.20 31.81
100 2561.80 2696.40 1746.10 1572.80 26.44
200 5396.10 5061.10 3826.40 3543.60 20.39
300 8021.00 7558.30 6009.50 5895.70 15.69
400 10947.70 9942.00 8073.60 8311.40 14.67

U, A [ v 52 114 22 A Ag PRI TRt 9 YR e TR AR — L
Fa g, A XL C g CLRB AT AGIN I, AH R 7& B2 79 22 FA i
PRXT R it 8 R0 e T AR — BT A /)N, i 22 . HY B
BEER AR B A, AT RE S PR RS A B9 PR R A O .
Wi Cog (LT A [ 5 AH g K P 5, 7 v LE A 7K AR
AR By o G AR B K B, S BORE RO
6, 5 Wi mie) 137 58 R, S TG S 35 S ) g TA) A8 4G, X
AR TR BUZ R A /)N, T SB - aq €438 A1 1 [ <& AH H
AR B 5 V9 0 B R AT, Gl S T (035 A TR AR
pH 5 FEA K AR 251 K g il IR, 8 17 O e AH 7] v
JEE X e ity p g T A BE A — ELORASE FE AR R KK
232 AHFEIRES RIS SR b O3B 4 DRI A
WA i, 452 1.2.3 BEAT A &l il 45, Bl s 1) v A A il
TR AT, 45 SR ANER 5 B X TF 4 DR FERES,
PR AGE N 53 B ARG 0 45 2R 4 A 28 B, SR SB-Aq
BRI 5 P BY EGT & 50T C o AEAG I Y [7]
—FEA Y EGT Bkt J5 2 A HPLC—MS XJ P
Ik AT Rk
25 IR TR  H  S
Table 5 Test results of same sample

by two differert test methods

K CogFERM  SB-aq G

FESAFR  BES S EGT REgTRY ECT *ﬁf%“fi
W (/L) HIE (mg/L)
3-14D-1 169.57 114.16 -19.5
3-14D-2 213.31 160.46 -14.1
FJ-009-254 h 268.71 228.02 -8.2
FJ-009-304 h 287.89 257.45 -5.6

2.3.3  F|H HPLC-MS 5&iik P A U 7 7%

2.3.3.1 X} C (O REA M ik i i 56 0E A R WOAH
JR IR FHACGE C s b 43 B8 A FE R &2 TR i 3—14D -1
1 FJ-009-254 h #F47 (a3 0 4 5 4G I, &5 S an sl 9 |
K10, HERATLUAE H SR C g (i AE 5f sl 45 ok
HARBIFE R BB RUR 22 . T TE EGT (%)
Xb N AV B I8 L B far bk 29 S 118.077 ., 140.068
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522.202 527.157 Fll 622.253 [ EA TR s 2, )5
HAE EGT 0 3% 04 i) Xk 7 37 B i B 5 i foy L 29 ol
118.084 Fi1 277.089 A B2 BifE5 5 .

5 EGT {5} ie—
o || Lt s27. ST TR T £
=) e
— 4 EGTFIE 5
X
z
£3 | ﬁ— AL 622 254 IR AG it i
E
2 ‘ JA EE 4 118.077 4 1) i 455 5
1
w\)’\
0 LA
0.0 2.5 50 7.5 10.0 12.5 15.0 17.5 20.0 22.5
[} 1) (min)

B9 CHEAMAE M 3-14D-1 1§ HPLC-MS 74|
Fig9 HPLC-MS chromatograms of
sample 3-14D-1 by C,; chromatographic column
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Fig.10 HPLC-MS chromatograms of sample
FJ-009-254h by C,g chromatographic column
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U {3 R 7 L 2 9 R 0, B T
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5 R 8 T EGT 1 S 07 45 SR S o
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Fig.11 HPLC-MS chromatograms of sample 3-14D-1
by ZORBAX SB-Aq chromatographic column

1.50 )
1.25| | EGT (i | o [T L 3 230.096 1) 41 T (EGT) 9 T 5 55
”’2 1.00
&
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Fig.12 HPLC-MS chromatograms of sample FJ-009-254h by
SB-Aq chromatographic column

3 #it

AN B9 HPLC RGN T 72 RE A8 PRI | i {6 4Gz
WAES R EGT & Fr W s AR b & AR
1% B H S, RSP ERIE 5 AR /N, EGT LR B 1) 18] 256 min,
R TR Z2 00 R WA i, R AT 6 BE ok I A P B A
DI IA]ULA A 38 min, 42 57 A% B B2 5k I 7 )57 1T DAY
ERA AR SR MR T O R BOARRE T, SE I T g A
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